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Foreword

Dear FRCCF beneficiaries, 
supporters and employees, 

The year 2008 finished well and 
this means that FRCCF managed to 
fulfil their commitments to the 
benefiting children and their 
families, to the thousands of people in difficulty. At the 
same time, it meant that we kept our promises to our 
funders who trusted FRCCF.

The second half of the year was marked by the gloomy 
forecasts about the world financial crisis that is about to 
show its teeth in the Romania of the year 2009. As if the 
number of families with low incomes and children whose 
rights are disregarded was not high enough, this new 
threat of the world crisis shows that we are living critical 
times who leave their mark on both the benefiting 
families and those who provide social services. Difficult 
times, which, it is said, will be about a rise in the needs 
of the disfavoured categories and a decline in the 
availability of resources for NGOs to develop social 
projects. 

From an institutional point of view, this is a particular 
difficult time for FRCCF as it coincides with the loss of 
their most consistent co-worker: the British partner 
organisation EveryChild, which, after 18 years of activity 
in Romania decided to stop funding social projects in a 
country member of the European Union.

We thank EveryChild for its long-term and useful support 
and we wish them to continue alleviating the suffering of 
people in distress. 

I am wishing us, Romanians, to demonstrate solidarity, 
diligence and capacity, selflessness and desire to 
succeed, so that we can help our children go through this 
crisis as smoothly as possible.

Mihai-Florin Roşca
Executive director

I am so happy 
that FRCCF was 
able to assist 
children in 
difficulty in 2008 
as well. I hope 
2009 to be a 
good year for 
these children, 
who, thanks to 
our support, will 
be able to go to school so that they can 
become responsible grown-ups, 
educated and independent from social 
services.

Livia Popescu, 
Chairperson 
of the FRCCF Board of Trustees

FRCCF Board of Trustees

Livia Popescu - Chairperson

Maria Roth - Vice Chairperson

Kinga Kerekes - Vice Chairperson

Alina Costinas - Trustee

Robert Graham Harrison - Trustee

Amanda Griffith - Trustee

Mirela Marica - Trustee

FRCCF Team:

87 employees

100 volunteers



If you are a decision-maker in a company, this is how you 
can support the mission of FRCCF:

- organise with us events for children and for the 
community where your company works; you can 

stsponsor our 1  of June or Christmas events;

- direct to FRCCF 20% of your profit tax, up to 3‰ 
of your company turnover;

- donate products that you think could benefit 
children and their parents, such as food, 
medicines, clothes, footwear, school supplies, 
etc.;

- start a payroll giving programme in your company 
and make your employees aware of the usefulness 
of such donations;

- send your partners Easter and Christmas cards 
drawn by FRCCF community centre children. Thus, 
you can proove to your community and your 
partners once more that your company is reliable 
and takes on corporate social responsibility;

-      start with us community marketing campaigns that 
can render consumers more responsible and build 
up your image.  

Trust, into the newly born charity called EveryChild. The 
latter is now the main partner and funding body of 

Mission FRCCF.

The mission of the Romanian Foundation for Children, In 2004 FRCCF was granted the public utility status 
Community and Family (FRCCF) is to support vulnerable through the Government Decision no. 1479/2004. 
and marginalised children so that they can grow up in a Starting with 1999, FRCCF becomes member of FONPC, 
protective family environment and have access to the The Federation of NGOs active in the field of child 
much needed education and healthcare. protection and is also part of the national network Rural 
The Romanian Foundation for Children, Community and Net and the European Federation for Street Children. At 
Family is one of the largest and stable Romanian non- the same time, FRCCF is a founding member of APARTE 
profit organisations active in the field of child protection – the network of organisations and professionals raising 
and is now in its twelfth year of activity. All these years resources from community.
the organisation has provided support to children living 
in poverty and assisted their families and communities. FRCCF's programmes in 2008
FRCCF wants to keep the young children in their families 
preventing their abandonment and wants these In 2008, the Romanian Foundation for Children, 
children to have equal chances to succeed in life. The Community and Family stood by approximately 14,000 
Foundation stresses the importance of children's people, and their children and families. They were 
education and healthcare, and of the environment they supported by means of six urban community centres 
live in. In the year 2008 FRCCF activity focused on the and three rural based daycare centres.
counties of Cluj, Bihor and Satu Mare. Mothers from Bihor county, whose children were at risk 

of being abandoned in hospitals or maternity wards, 
Background received support with a view to keeping their children, 

while in the Oaş region the children were kept away 
The Romanian Foundation for Children, Community and from the dangers of migration and human trafficking.
Family was legally registered in 1997. Its sole founder 
was the British charity The Christian Children's Fund, Teenagers from two rural communities in the Cluj 
which merged in 2002 with the European Children's county learned how to become entrepreneurs.

Together for children
Romanian Foundation for
Children, Community and Family



The children supported by FRCCF are struggling every day with 
shortages that prevent them from enjoying their childhood, 
from going to school or from doing the activities done by all 
the other children of the same age. They end up in these 
situations mainly due to the material needs of the families 
they were born into.

In the year 2008, 910 children attended the activities 
organised in the five FRCCF community centres from Cluj-
Napoca, Oradea, Satu Mare and Cîmpia Turzii. The number of 
those benefiting from social work services (granted on the 
premises of the community centres and at the beneficiaries' 
home) goes beyond 1,300. The grown-ups together with the 
social workers tackled issues like children's education and 
upbringing, finding a job or a place to live, and not few were 
the occasions when they received financial help to overcome 
crisis situations.

Mihai is a ten-year old child and is the eldest of the 
three children in the family. Although being only 28 
the mother raises her children all by herself. A few 
years ago, the children's father, because of alcohol 
addiction and compulsive gambling, borrowed 
some money in exchange for the house they lived 
in. They lost their house and the father deserted his 
family. Finding herself in the street, the mother 
tried to seek shelter. As she had three children and 
no income she was forced to leave the youngest 
children in the care of some foster parents at a 
Foundation. The mother got employed and 
managed to get a room, in a basement, but in this 
way she no longer could supervise Mihai.

At that time they met Carol, the FRCCF social 
worker. First, he took the child to the community 
centre where he received homework support and 
counseling from the psychologist. The staff of the 
Centre noticed that the child had some delays in 
development and convinced the mother to choose 
an appropriate school for Mihai, where he could 
benefit from a support teacher. 

The boy was very shy and didn't have any friends. 
All this changed once he arrived at the community 
centre. Furthermore, Mihai has now good friends 
and attends dearly the socialising activities.

Meanwhile the mother managed to lease a one-
room apartment, and most importantly, to reunite 
Mihai with his siblings. Now all the three children 
come to the community centre, which is like a 
second home to them and the mother can go to 
work so that they will never be forced to be apart 
again.

FRCCF Community Centres Together for children

The children supported by FRCCF, although living in 
cities from Transylvania, live in poverty. Many of them 
have no one at home to give them support, they lack 
the proper space for study and most of the times they 
lack a proper meal. 

possibility to withdraw at any time. 
As for them to receive a daily snack and the support 

If you wish to sponsor a child or you need more they need in order to cope with the school challenges, 
information about the sponsorship programme, please generous persons from the UK chose to help children in 
write to us at .difficulty from Romania by means of a one-to-one 

sponsorship system.

Starting with 2006, this system was introduced in 
Romania as well, so that any Romanian wishing to help 
out a child in difficulty on a constant and efficient basis 
could do it. With a monthly donation of 60 RON, the 
child's rights will be protected and their needs fulfilled. 
Any grown-up can sponsor a child and receive 
information about them at set intervals of time. 

Thus the child could benefit from the FRCCF programme 
and could attend the community centres where they 
will receive homework support, will attend tutoring 
sessions and will get help from our specialists. This 
programme is run indefinitely and the sponsor has the 

donatii@frccf.org.ro

Take under 
your protection 

a child 
in difficulty  

mailto:donatii@frccf.org.ro


“When at home the children cannot study all at the 
same time, as we don't have enough space. This is why 
Lavinia, Florina, Maria and Corina do their homework at 
the centre on a daily basis and at home they do their 
reading. This helps a lot. While some of the girls are at 
the centre, the elder daughters manage to study at 
home.” (Camelia T., mother)

The T. family has 12 members: the parents, nine 
daughters and a son. 8 of 10 go to school. They all live in 
a dark and crowded two-room apartment. They don't 
have enough beds or enough space for the children to 
do their homework. The father works all day long and 
the mother is in charge of raising the children and taking 
care of the house. 
The biggest problem is that the money earned by the 
father doesn't cover the basic needs of the family. The 
other problems relate to the living space, which doesn't 
suit the needs of the family and the eyesight problems 
of the father and of the six of the girls.

Five of the family daughters have come to the 
community centres from the year 2007.
In the year that passed, the social worker and the 
psychologist worked with the parents in order to better 
the family relationships and to create a good climate for 
the children to develop. As the family couldn't afford the 
eye check-ups and the spectacles, FRCCF paid for the six 
pair of glasses the girls needed so badly.

Like the T. family's daughters, another approximate 500 
children received homework support in the community 
centres during the year 2008. Around 300 children 
benefited from the support of the tutors in order to pass 
the national tests, the highschool graduation exams or 
the exam resits. Every day the children receive a snack 
and to those who live farther away from the community 
centre the bus ticked is paid for. 

“I like it here as we get food, sometimes a hot meal” 
(Alina, 10 years old)

Choose that 2% of your income tax: 
· Go to the State budget
· Alleviate the hunger of a vulnerable child

You can decide that by means of 2 percent of the tax 
incomes owed to the State to support the children 
coming from needy families! The support you thus 
provide to the disfavoured children takes two minutes of 

For additional information, please contact us at the 
your time. Unless you direct this money, it won't be 

phone number 0264-594893 or by email at 
returned, it will remain in the State budget instead. 

donatii@frccf.org.ro. 
All you have to do is to fill in the 230 form (if you have 

Nobody is forced to help a child who is not theirs but 
income from salaries only) or the 200 form (if you have 

some people choose to offer their support! 
other incomes as well), with the data shown below:

Name of the
non-profit entity 

Fiscal identity code of the non-profit entity Bank account (IBAN)

FRCCF 9898291 RO32BUCU644091102511RO09

Together for children
4RON a day

could provide
a snack for a 
disfavoured

child

FRCCF Community Centres



When she first came to the community centre, Andreea 
couldn't read or write, although she was in the second 
grade. Each time she started doing something, she 
would cry: ”I can't do that” or ”mine is ugly, the others 
do better than me”. She was always underestimating 
herself. The psychologist spent a lot of time working 
with her and she made real progress: she reads fluently 
and has a very nice handwriting, she does her 
homework by herself without an adult by her side 
urging her to work. When she finishes it, she picks up a 
book from the shelf and starts reading it. Such 
behaviour is a positive influence to the other children.

”I like coming to the centre as I get homework support and 
I have a friend I made here at the centre. We sit next to 
each other in the room, we get along very well and we go 
home together. I like the activities organised at the centre. 
One day I filled in thirteen charts and I got good ratings. I 
won the first place at the rights of the child contest. When 
we are naughty Zoli asks us to circle the courtyard ten 
times and it's so much fun to run around the courtyard. I 
like the arts group as each time we do something different 
and I like it especially when we work with glitter. I also like 
the dance group”
 (Andreea, 8 years old)

The 437 children and grown-ups who received the support 
of a psychologist are now able to better communicate with 
those around them, to better integrate in a group, and 
most importantly, they have fewer problems when relating 
to their parents, and to their children respectively. In order 
to develop their speaking, writing and learning abilities, 
344 children received counseling from our child 
psychologists. 
The arts /creativity groups are among the most 
appreciated by the children. In 2008, 360 children acquired 
skills in painting, drawing, handiwork, crafts. In July, the 
community centres were visited by craftsmen who taught 
the children how to make carved objects, how to make 
jewels out of beads and different objects from corn husks. 
All these activities took place under the auspices of a 
general event called Play Day, which was run in all 
countries where our British partner, EveryChild, develops 
projects.
In December, thanks to the employees of the Unicredit, the 
children made different objects related to Christmas in the 
Arts clubs. These objects were sold at the FRCCF house 
during the Christmas Fair. The money obtained from the 
selling of these objects will be used, throughout 2009, to 
celebrate, in a festive way, the birthdays of the children who 
come to the community centres.
On the premises of the community centres, 120 children 
attended personal development groups which, besides 
improving the self-confidence in the children, were aimed at 
helping them have a better image about themselves, be 
empathetic and assertive with the ones around them.

 

FRCCF Community Centres



th th75 children from the 8  and 12  grades received 
counseling related to the school they were about to 
follow and the profession that suited best their skills 
and interests.

In Cluj-Napoca and Oradea, the FRCCF physicians 
checked up and distributed medicines to a number of 
about 300 children and grown-ups. At the same time, in 
all community centres run by FRCCF, the children 
learned things about personal hygiene, healthy foods 
and ways to stay healthy. 220 children attended these 
health education groups.

The activities which are by far the most appreciated by 
the children in the community centres are the 
socialising and the leisure time activities. Whether we 
talk about seeing a movie, attending theatre classes, 
going on trips or visits, taking part in interactive games 
or sports activities, the small children are more than Until July 2008, in the two 
happy to attend. 750 children benefited from this type community centres based in Cluj-
of activities during last year. Napoca a EU-funded project 

called Daycare Centres - Together 
In order to improve the situation of the families FRCCF for Children was run in 
works with, the social workers help the parents with no partnership with the Cluj-Napoca 
job to find one. In 2008, 135 grown-ups sought City Hall. After the EU funding 
employment with the help of the Foundation. had come to an end, the Cluj-
In Cluj-Napoca, 91 families appealed to our legal Napoca Local Council took over
counselor to overcome situations in which they needed most of the expenses so that 
to go to Court, to have some papers done or to obtain children continue to be supported 
legal rights. not to abandon school.

 

Molnia is one of the doctors who worked in 
2008 to improve the health status of the 
children and families assisted by FRCCF. She is 
very committed and fights for each child who 
comes to her for help. Ana is 12 and she first 
came into Molnia's office at the beginning of 
the year 2008. ”When I first saw her she 
came to my office because of a cold. She felt 
bad, she looked like a seven-year-old. I ran 
the usual check up and I was astonished to 
find out that she was actually twelve. I could 
not believe. Right after the meeting I talked 
to the social worker in charge of Ana. She is 
telling the truth”, Molnia says. In a couple of 
days Ana was taken to a specialist who 
diagnosed her: she has insufficient growing 
hormones in her body. The FRCCF doctor 
made all the necessary documents and now 
Ana will receive, free of charge until she turns 
18, shots with growing hormones. This was 
approved by the National Health Committee. 
The girl was taught how to administer the 
shots by herself and now she has the chance 
to grow up normally, like her schoolmates.

FRCCF Community Centres

Satu Mare Family Helper Project
284,475.98

Măguri-Răcătău Community Based Project
20,490.19

Domăneşti Community Based Project
41,675.51

Under Two-Year-Old Child 
Abandonment Prevention

129,078.71

Cluj Has a Soul
522,819.24

I Want To Be an Entrepreneur!
 38,787.49 

Prevention of Migration
 and Child Trafficking Risks

141,948.80 Closed down projects
19,714.17

Other expenditures
50,232.15

Popeşti Community Centre
1,105.66

Cluj-Napoca Family Helper Project
843,033.65

Cîmpia Turzii Family Helper Project
229,091.80

Bihor Family Helper Project
317,553.57

Financial report

Grants   301,658.33 10.99%

Sponsorship from legal entities 439,468.14 16.01%

 
Donations from individuals 108,051.50 3.94%
Transfer of 2%, income tax 26,156.39 0.95%
Local Authorities, Cluj-Napoca City Hall 190,511.40 6.94%
Ministry of Labour, Family and Equal Opportunities 154,860.00 5.64%
EveryChild 1,374,679.64 50.08%
Own incomes 149,813.68 5.46%
Total 2,745,199.08 100.00%

FONPC  50,326.00    
The Cluj-Napoca City Hall, EU funded through PHARE 111,510.31  
Under Two-Year-Old Child Abandonment Prevention 91,331.04  
ARC (Community Relations Association) 12,750.00  
SSD through Satu Mare County Council 35,740.98

In kind donations 76,593.97  
Cash donations 362,874.17

 

Incomes (RON)

Expenditure distribution (RON)



Claudiu is 16 years of age; he goes to highschool and is above average intelligence. 
When he first came to the Cluj Has a Soul daycare centre, he lived with his sister who 
suffered from epilepsy, with his mother and her concubine, and with other four people. 
All in all, they were eight people in one room and a kitchen. The family relationships 
were poor and lacked any means of support. Moreover, the grown-ups encouraged 
him to abandon school and to work because all the youth around him did the same. At 
the end of the first semester of the school year, Claudiu was having problems at school: 
resits, very poor ratings and due to truancy rates his marks for behaviour were low. 

In the second semester, the teenager attended the activities at the daycare centre 
where he built up his self-confidence and became aware of how important school was. 
In those subjects that were on the point of being resitted, he obtained very satisfactory 
ratings, and the number of missed school hours decreased from 114 to 12. 
He moved in with his paternal grandmother where he has better living conditions and 
is away from the bad environment he used to live in.
By participating to the socialising activities and the personal development groups, 
Claudiu improved his capacity to relate to others, and more than once he was 
recognised as a leader by his peers at the Cluj Has a Soul, due to his initiatives and 
creativity. He is now a role model to the other children with behavioural problems with 
whom he continues to meet at the Centre on a daily basis.

“What I like here at Cluj Has a Soul is that we can be 
trusted, our opinion matters. Last but not least, I like 
the care we have for one another and for “our 
children”, as we, the social workers, like to call the 
teenagers who come to the daycare centre. We are 
talking about children who may never heard a good 
word from their parents, who have no idea about the 
meaning of words like “love” and “care”, we are 
talking about disoriented children, abused children, 
neglected or simply ignored. For the future of these 
children we are all fighting here at the Cluj Has a 
Soul daycare centre”. (Andreea, social worker)

”Cluj Has a Soul” 

”The Cluj Has a Soul daycare 
centre brought me tutoring 
support, and I thank Ms Cristina 
and Ioana and Mihaela for 
helping me find a suitable 
highschool. Andreea, thanks for 
helping me with my English!”

 ”I enjoyed the trip to 
Sighisoara; it helped me make 
new friends” 

”Here I found my soulmate, 
Eny”

”The Cluj Has a Soul daycare 
centre brought me sweets, 
clothes and food”

a project initiated and financed by

The Cluj Has a Soul daycare centre opened its gates at the 
beginning of the year 2008. It is a project initiated and 
funded by Banca Transilvania with the view to facilitating 
school and professional integration of youth and teenagers 
coming from vulnerable families or childcare institutions.

In its first year, 261 teenagers benefited from specialised 46 of the youth received employment in the year 2008 and 
support on the premises of the daycare centre. 15 are still employed.

57 of 65 teenagers at risk of abandoning school passed their 77 of the teenagers know their educational interests and, 
school grades, and 6 of 7 school drop-outs resumed their based on that, 14 transferred to more appropriate schools 
education in the autumn of 2008. and will thus have the chance to find employment more 

easily after graduation, and 17 youth graduated some 
The 37 youth who graduated eight or twelve classes form of vocational school. 43 youth improved their 
received vocational guidance and further went to a emotional, psychological and psychiatric troubles, which 
vocational school, highschool or University. in turn will reduce the likelihood of school failure and 

prevent antisocial behaviours.

Living conditions

Even if they live in urban areas, 
the living conditions of many 
families are precarious. 30% of 
the families lack running water, 
20% lack a kitchen, 40% lack a 
bathroom.
The average number of rooms 
per family is 1.75, which means 
that 3 people live in one room on average.

Biggest problems of the families

Being asked about their biggest problems, the families 
put on the first place the bills payments (40%), lack of 
housing or improper housing (30%), lack of proper food 
or insufficient food (22%). 

Reported to the children's needs, they feel so badly the 
lack of proper clothing especially in winter time (35%) 
and have problems regarding their living conditions 
(22%).

About 6% of the children have at least one parent who 
works abroad. But in Oradea, 11% of the children have 
their mother or father working abroad.

People 
We Stand By

How has your life changed 
for the better since you 
were supported by FRCCF?

The children improved 
their school results

The children improved 
emotionally
They have better knowledge 
about day-to-day life

Someone in my family 
found employment

I had who to turn to 
when I was in trouble

Cluj-
Napoca

Oradea
Cîmpia
Turzii

Satu 
Mare

All
locations

118 63 13 27 221

116 72 13 16 217

83 66 15 33 197

1 286615

146 715151221197



In Bihor county, one in ten new-born children is at risk of being 
abandoned in maternity wards or children's hospitals.

The project ”Involving local communities from Bihor county in 
preventing the under two-year-old child abandonment”, 
funded by Unicef Romania, went on throughout the year 2008 
in Oradea, Roşiori, Diosig and Săcuieni. Out of 149 children at 
risk of being abandoned, 96 left the maternity ward with their 
mother, 27 are still in hospitals because of their health 
problems and 26 are cared for by foster parents. 

Identity cards were issued for 5 mothers who did not have any 
identity papers before. Legal documents were issued for 4 
children who did not have birth certificates and 17 files were 
submitted to the Court in order to register belatedly the birth 
of children over one year of age.

109 families received material help and all the mothers were 
counseled in relation to contraceptive methods.

Preventing of illegal migration risks

In 2008, 65 children attended the activities organised at the 
community centre for the children whose parents work abroad, 
based in the village of Gherţa Mică, Satu Mare county.  
While their parents were abroad, these young children could 
rely on the people at the community centre who helped them 
and guided them so that they do better in school, and at the 
same time, stay away from the risks of illegal migration and 
human trafficking. 21 children improved their school grades as 
compared to the previous year and most of them came to the 
community centre with a positive attitude towards school.
A pedagogical guide was edited for the teachers in the Oaş 
region, who, as from the 2008-2009 school year, started using it 
when working with the children with a view to continuing the 
prevention of human trafficking and illegal migration risks.

Marinela is 16, she has no identity papers and she 
never went to school. She lives with Florin, her 
concubine, underage himself. She has 11 siblings, her 
father committed suicide.
When the FRCCF social worker firstly visited them, 
Marinela was in her third month of pregnancy. As she 
did not have identity papers she couldn't have access 
to either a doctor or social services. She was planning 
to abandon the child at birth.
Even if she was told how to get her identity papers, 
the girl couldn't get them, as she didn't have the 
money to get to Oradea and pay the legal taxes.
The social worker helped her with taking the 
necessary steps in getting the birth certificate, the 
identity card but also for being registered on the list 
of a family doctor. FRCCF paid the necessary taxes 
and bought the vitamins prescribed by the physician.
In less than two months, Marinela is about to give 
birth. She plans to keep the child in the family as both 
her and her future daughter will receive the welfare 
allowance and the mother will also receive birth 
allowance and the support allowance for single 
parent families.
During their visit, the social worker teaches Marinela 
how to be a good mother but also how to stay 
protected against an unwanted pregnancy.

Education
As for the parents' level of education, the survey 
indicates that the mothers have, on average, a litlle 
over eight school years, while the fathers a little 
over nine school years.

Incomes

The average monthly income per family member 
raised to 227 ron in 2008. Reported to the cost of 
the minimum basket calculated by the 
Government (500ron/month/family), half the 
families live on an income which is under the 
minimum subsistence level.
75% of the mothers won in 2008 under the 
minimum wage per economy while over 50% of 
the fathers had an income under the same level. 
35% of the mothers and 13% of the fathers did not 
have any source of income.

Cluj-Napoca Oradea Cîmpia Turzii Satu Mare

8.7 9.1

6.2

8.4

8
8.6

9.89.2

Average number of school years - fathers

Cluj-Napoca Oradea Cîmpia Turzii Satu Mare

Child benefit
3%

Salary
44%

Pension
8%

Social welfare
4%

Occasional income
2% Multiple sources

3%

No income
35%

Other sources
1%

Social welfare
1%Multiple sources

1%

No income
13%

Salary
61%

Pension
11%

Mothers' income sources

Occasional income

Fathers' income sources

Average number of school years -mothers

People 
We Stand By

Prevention of Child Abandonment 
and Migration risks



Popeşti
The Prietenia community-based centre is located in the 
small village of Popeşti, Bihor county. It is a very special 
place as children from the local community and children 
from the placement centre meet to attend the activities 
organised here. 29 committed volunteers, under the 
guidance of one FRCCF employee, developed throughout 
2008 activities with nearly 250 children: tutoring sessions, 
school orientation and vocational guidance, theatre classes, 
modern dance, folk dance and local customs, painting, 
sports, sanitary education, environment protection etc.

stFor 1   of March, the children from Prietenia offered spring 
tokens made with their hands to the women from the local 
shelter for the elderly, to those from the institutions based 
in Popeşti and to all lonely women in the village.

Domăneşti
We run a community-based centre in the village of 
Domăneşti, Satu Mare county, which gathered throughout 
2008 more than 120 children for various activities. The most 
appreciated were the painting and dance groups and the 
computer science class where 60 children learned how to 
use the computer. Many of the children make beautiful 
paintings but Delia, who is now 14 years of age, was the 
revelation of the painting club. In just one year since she 
started painting at the community centre, she has managed 
to exhibit her works in two museums in small towns from 
Hungary. Following the FRCCF intervention two years ago, a 
local association was set up in Domăneşti with  a view to 
continuing the community-based activities.

”I will become a doctor when I grow up. This is what I 
have been wishing for a long time. It was the only thing I 
knew. Ever since I attended the school orientation and 
vocational guidance classes I have understood what 
means to be a doctor... Starting now I commit myself to 
put my best abilities to work in order to make my dream 
come true. (Bianca, 15 years old)”

”I am proud that in my small village the people joined 
together in an organisation. They are trying to develop 
the village for the sake of future generations and it is 
thanks to this organization that I learned to work on a 
computer ” (Karol, 14 years old)

”I am so happy as I've become a child who is 
appreciated and congratulated in the community for the 
paintings I made. I changed myself, I am more sociable 
and I know what I want to do in the future. I will become 
a renowned painter.” (Delia, 14 years of age)

Each year, FRCCF conducts a sociological survey on the 
families they work with. In 2008, 1,030 families were 
interviewed. All in all, the gathered data refer to 4,900 
adults and children.
The average number of members in a family is 4.98

Et

Over half the supported families are Romanian. 23% of 
the families are Roma, 20% Hungarian and a small part 
say they have mixed ethnicity.
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32 children aged between 12-15 from the 
villages of Copăceni and Tureni (Cluj 
county) learned in 2008 how to seek 
employment, how to manage their 
personal finances and how to start up a 
small business. All these were done during 
the two editions of the ”I Want to Be an 
Entrepreneur!” project, financially 
supported by the Transylvania Motorway.
In both communities, the children built a 
small business. They took pictures of their 
schoolmates, teachers and village people; 
they processed them, printed them out 
and sold them. All these after a thorough 
planning and an excellent promotion. The 
profit rate was over 100%, and the 
communities hope they will thrive in a 
couple of years thanks to the business of 
the young entrepreneurs. 
The profit obtained by these youth from 
the businesses they run is reinvested in 
the project so that as many teenagers as 
possible could acquire entrepreneurial 
skills.

”I learned a lot about how to run a business. I 
learned that you could do a lot of things even if you 
have little money. Everything is to have 
imagination, to believe in things that seem 
impossible at a first glance.” (Petru B.)

”I loved these classes, because I learned lots of new 
things which will be useful in the future, things I 
didn't know. During these classes I managed to find 
out everything about a business” (Mădălina G.)

I Want to Be an Entrepreneur!

The children who come to the eight FRCCF community 
centres receive special attention thanks to some 
committed people who sacrifice their time and help the 
younger ones from a desire to change their life for the 
better. Around 100 volunteers come to the community 
centres on a regular basis and give a helping hand in all 

Cluj children, she lived away from home and did FRCCF events.
volunteer work on a daily basis for the good of young At the 2008 Volunteers Gala from  Cluj-Napoca, Miriam 
children. 12 volunteers became mentors for the same Strunge, the FRCCF volunteer from Germany, was 
number of children from the EveryChild Community designated the volunteer of the year at the social 
Centre in Cluj-Napoca. As these children lack a role model category. Miriam dedicated 18 months of her life to the 
in the family, they need a grown-up to rely on and whose 
model to follow. The project, which started in October 
2008, is at its third edition now and is implemented, like 
previous years, with financial help from the iQuest 
company.
In August, 13 FRCCF volunteers took part in an action 
organised by Unicef România.  They made 200 packages, 
which then reached the children of Maramureş, badly 
affected by flooding.

stFor 1  of June, in order to enter the Book of Records, 150 
volunteers helped with organising the Joonior Smile 
event. 11 volunteers helped Santa with the Children's 
Christmas event.
4 volunteers sold cooking books, donated by the author 
Chira Carolina. Over 2,500 ron were raised for the 
children at the community centres who got a hot meal 
during the winter holidays.
We thank them all!

Volunteering for FRCCF

Volunteers from abroad
75 American aviators from the 31 Fighter Wing, renovated 
the Community Centre from Cîmpia Turzii in August. For 
this action they raised 3,000 USD, school supplies, gear 
for the community centre, sweets and toys. In Popesti, a 
group of 10 Welsh youth came back in July, after two 
years from their first visit, and volunteered for the 
Community Centre. For their action, they raised about 
5,300RON used to pay for the children's eye check-ups 
and glasses, to buy school supplies and toys for the 
youngest ones.

A U T O S T R A D A       T R A N S I L V A N I A



Over 1,500 children and 150 volunteers created a chalk 
pavement art of 6,658 square metres, during an event 
organised by FRCCF and the Cluj-Napoca City Hall. The World 
Records Academy certified this record, acknowledging the 
performance of the Cluj children.

On their birthday, the children from the Cluj schools, 
embarked on special buses or in their parents' vehicles, and 
arrived on the future Cluj-Napoca highway belt. Using 
thousands of pieces of chalk, they coloured 62 child smiles 
train wagons, designed by the students of the ”Romul Ladea” 
Arts Highschool. The event had a charitable purpose besides 
celebrating Children's Day. The sum raised for this event , 
21,000 ron, was used to support vulnerable children from 
Cluj-Napoca, assisted by FRCCF. Generous sponsors like the 
Vodafone Foundation, Emerson and Unimet CUG, Logo 
Design, Rosal Grup supported the FRCCF action. 

The Cluj County School Inspectorate was, this time as always, 
a trustful partner. Joonior Smile was promoted by our media 
partners: TVR Cluj, Radio Impuls, Clujeanul, Monitorul de 
Cluj, Paprika Radio, 24FUN.

st
1  of June in the Book of Records

1st of June, other locations

If in Cluj the children entered in the Book of 
stRecords, on 1  June all the children in the 

communitries where FRCCF works had a very 
special day. In Oradea, Satu Mare, Cîmpia Turzii, 
Popeşti, Domăneşti, hundreds of children 
enjoyed the games, contests and prizes awarded 
by FRCCF for their birthday.

Universal Children’s Day

th thDuring 17 –20  November the Universal 
Children's Day was celebrated in the FRCCF 
Community Centres by organising contests, 
educational groups, fun games and other activities 
destined at helping the young ones know their 
rights.

 The most active of the children and those who 
knew best their rights received candies and toys. 

Christmas Fair

”Children's Christmas” was at its fourth edition in 2008. 
Organised with the Cluj-Napoca City Hall, the event brought 
Santa in the Unirii Square for about three weeks.
Santa gave presents to 1,300 children who sang him 
Christmas carols and recited poems.
Thanks to the generosity of sponsors like Orange, Unimet 
CUG, Timbark, Autonet, funds were raised for the children 
assited by FRCCF. 23,000 ron will be used this year for the 
children who come to the community centres.

Other events
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Popeşti
The Prietenia community-based centre is located in the 
small village of Popeşti, Bihor county. It is a very special 
place as children from the local community and children 
from the placement centre meet to attend the activities 
organised here. 29 committed volunteers, under the 
guidance of one FRCCF employee, developed throughout 
2008 activities with nearly 250 children: tutoring sessions, 
school orientation and vocational guidance, theatre classes, 
modern dance, folk dance and local customs, painting, 
sports, sanitary education, environment protection etc.

stFor 1   of March, the children from Prietenia offered spring 
tokens made with their hands to the women from the local 
shelter for the elderly, to those from the institutions based 
in Popeşti and to all lonely women in the village.

Domăneşti
We run a community-based centre in the village of 
Domăneşti, Satu Mare county, which gathered throughout 
2008 more than 120 children for various activities. The most 
appreciated were the painting and dance groups and the 
computer science class where 60 children learned how to 
use the computer. Many of the children make beautiful 
paintings but Delia, who is now 14 years of age, was the 
revelation of the painting club. In just one year since she 
started painting at the community centre, she has managed 
to exhibit her works in two museums in small towns from 
Hungary. Following the FRCCF intervention two years ago, a 
local association was set up in Domăneşti with  a view to 
continuing the community-based activities.

”I will become a doctor when I grow up. This is what I 
have been wishing for a long time. It was the only thing I 
knew. Ever since I attended the school orientation and 
vocational guidance classes I have understood what 
means to be a doctor... Starting now I commit myself to 
put my best abilities to work in order to make my dream 
come true. (Bianca, 15 years old)”

”I am proud that in my small village the people joined 
together in an organisation. They are trying to develop 
the village for the sake of future generations and it is 
thanks to this organization that I learned to work on a 
computer ” (Karol, 14 years old)

”I am so happy as I've become a child who is 
appreciated and congratulated in the community for the 
paintings I made. I changed myself, I am more sociable 
and I know what I want to do in the future. I will become 
a renowned painter.” (Delia, 14 years of age)

Each year, FRCCF conducts a sociological survey on the 
families they work with. In 2008, 1,030 families were 
interviewed. All in all, the gathered data refer to 4,900 
adults and children.
The average number of members in a family is 4.98

Et

Over half the supported families are Romanian. 23% of 
the families are Roma, 20% Hungarian and a small part 
say they have mixed ethnicity.
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In Bihor county, one in ten new-born children is at risk of being 
abandoned in maternity wards or children's hospitals.

The project ”Involving local communities from Bihor county in 
preventing the under two-year-old child abandonment”, 
funded by Unicef Romania, went on throughout the year 2008 
in Oradea, Roşiori, Diosig and Săcuieni. Out of 149 children at 
risk of being abandoned, 96 left the maternity ward with their 
mother, 27 are still in hospitals because of their health 
problems and 26 are cared for by foster parents. 

Identity cards were issued for 5 mothers who did not have any 
identity papers before. Legal documents were issued for 4 
children who did not have birth certificates and 17 files were 
submitted to the Court in order to register belatedly the birth 
of children over one year of age.

109 families received material help and all the mothers were 
counseled in relation to contraceptive methods.

Preventing of illegal migration risks

In 2008, 65 children attended the activities organised at the 
community centre for the children whose parents work abroad, 
based in the village of Gherţa Mică, Satu Mare county.  
While their parents were abroad, these young children could 
rely on the people at the community centre who helped them 
and guided them so that they do better in school, and at the 
same time, stay away from the risks of illegal migration and 
human trafficking. 21 children improved their school grades as 
compared to the previous year and most of them came to the 
community centre with a positive attitude towards school.
A pedagogical guide was edited for the teachers in the Oaş 
region, who, as from the 2008-2009 school year, started using it 
when working with the children with a view to continuing the 
prevention of human trafficking and illegal migration risks.

Marinela is 16, she has no identity papers and she 
never went to school. She lives with Florin, her 
concubine, underage himself. She has 11 siblings, her 
father committed suicide.
When the FRCCF social worker firstly visited them, 
Marinela was in her third month of pregnancy. As she 
did not have identity papers she couldn't have access 
to either a doctor or social services. She was planning 
to abandon the child at birth.
Even if she was told how to get her identity papers, 
the girl couldn't get them, as she didn't have the 
money to get to Oradea and pay the legal taxes.
The social worker helped her with taking the 
necessary steps in getting the birth certificate, the 
identity card but also for being registered on the list 
of a family doctor. FRCCF paid the necessary taxes 
and bought the vitamins prescribed by the physician.
In less than two months, Marinela is about to give 
birth. She plans to keep the child in the family as both 
her and her future daughter will receive the welfare 
allowance and the mother will also receive birth 
allowance and the support allowance for single 
parent families.
During their visit, the social worker teaches Marinela 
how to be a good mother but also how to stay 
protected against an unwanted pregnancy.

Education
As for the parents' level of education, the survey 
indicates that the mothers have, on average, a litlle 
over eight school years, while the fathers a little 
over nine school years.

Incomes

The average monthly income per family member 
raised to 227 ron in 2008. Reported to the cost of 
the minimum basket calculated by the 
Government (500ron/month/family), half the 
families live on an income which is under the 
minimum subsistence level.
75% of the mothers won in 2008 under the 
minimum wage per economy while over 50% of 
the fathers had an income under the same level. 
35% of the mothers and 13% of the fathers did not 
have any source of income.

Cluj-Napoca Oradea Cîmpia Turzii Satu Mare
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Claudiu is 16 years of age; he goes to highschool and is above average intelligence. 
When he first came to the Cluj Has a Soul daycare centre, he lived with his sister who 
suffered from epilepsy, with his mother and her concubine, and with other four people. 
All in all, they were eight people in one room and a kitchen. The family relationships 
were poor and lacked any means of support. Moreover, the grown-ups encouraged 
him to abandon school and to work because all the youth around him did the same. At 
the end of the first semester of the school year, Claudiu was having problems at school: 
resits, very poor ratings and due to truancy rates his marks for behaviour were low. 

In the second semester, the teenager attended the activities at the daycare centre 
where he built up his self-confidence and became aware of how important school was. 
In those subjects that were on the point of being resitted, he obtained very satisfactory 
ratings, and the number of missed school hours decreased from 114 to 12. 
He moved in with his paternal grandmother where he has better living conditions and 
is away from the bad environment he used to live in.
By participating to the socialising activities and the personal development groups, 
Claudiu improved his capacity to relate to others, and more than once he was 
recognised as a leader by his peers at the Cluj Has a Soul, due to his initiatives and 
creativity. He is now a role model to the other children with behavioural problems with 
whom he continues to meet at the Centre on a daily basis.

“What I like here at Cluj Has a Soul is that we can be 
trusted, our opinion matters. Last but not least, I like 
the care we have for one another and for “our 
children”, as we, the social workers, like to call the 
teenagers who come to the daycare centre. We are 
talking about children who may never heard a good 
word from their parents, who have no idea about the 
meaning of words like “love” and “care”, we are 
talking about disoriented children, abused children, 
neglected or simply ignored. For the future of these 
children we are all fighting here at the Cluj Has a 
Soul daycare centre”. (Andreea, social worker)

”Cluj Has a Soul” 

”The Cluj Has a Soul daycare 
centre brought me tutoring 
support, and I thank Ms Cristina 
and Ioana and Mihaela for 
helping me find a suitable 
highschool. Andreea, thanks for 
helping me with my English!”

 ”I enjoyed the trip to 
Sighisoara; it helped me make 
new friends” 

”Here I found my soulmate, 
Eny”

”The Cluj Has a Soul daycare 
centre brought me sweets, 
clothes and food”

a project initiated and financed by

The Cluj Has a Soul daycare centre opened its gates at the 
beginning of the year 2008. It is a project initiated and 
funded by Banca Transilvania with the view to facilitating 
school and professional integration of youth and teenagers 
coming from vulnerable families or childcare institutions.

In its first year, 261 teenagers benefited from specialised 46 of the youth received employment in the year 2008 and 
support on the premises of the daycare centre. 15 are still employed.

57 of 65 teenagers at risk of abandoning school passed their 77 of the teenagers know their educational interests and, 
school grades, and 6 of 7 school drop-outs resumed their based on that, 14 transferred to more appropriate schools 
education in the autumn of 2008. and will thus have the chance to find employment more 

easily after graduation, and 17 youth graduated some 
The 37 youth who graduated eight or twelve classes form of vocational school. 43 youth improved their 
received vocational guidance and further went to a emotional, psychological and psychiatric troubles, which 
vocational school, highschool or University. in turn will reduce the likelihood of school failure and 

prevent antisocial behaviours.

Living conditions

Even if they live in urban areas, 
the living conditions of many 
families are precarious. 30% of 
the families lack running water, 
20% lack a kitchen, 40% lack a 
bathroom.
The average number of rooms 
per family is 1.75, which means 
that 3 people live in one room on average.

Biggest problems of the families

Being asked about their biggest problems, the families 
put on the first place the bills payments (40%), lack of 
housing or improper housing (30%), lack of proper food 
or insufficient food (22%). 

Reported to the children's needs, they feel so badly the 
lack of proper clothing especially in winter time (35%) 
and have problems regarding their living conditions 
(22%).

About 6% of the children have at least one parent who 
works abroad. But in Oradea, 11% of the children have 
their mother or father working abroad.

People 
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How has your life changed 
for the better since you 
were supported by FRCCF?

The children improved 
their school results

The children improved 
emotionally
They have better knowledge 
about day-to-day life

Someone in my family 
found employment

I had who to turn to 
when I was in trouble

Cluj-
Napoca

Oradea
Cîmpia
Turzii

Satu 
Mare

All
locations
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th th75 children from the 8  and 12  grades received 
counseling related to the school they were about to 
follow and the profession that suited best their skills 
and interests.

In Cluj-Napoca and Oradea, the FRCCF physicians 
checked up and distributed medicines to a number of 
about 300 children and grown-ups. At the same time, in 
all community centres run by FRCCF, the children 
learned things about personal hygiene, healthy foods 
and ways to stay healthy. 220 children attended these 
health education groups.

The activities which are by far the most appreciated by 
the children in the community centres are the 
socialising and the leisure time activities. Whether we 
talk about seeing a movie, attending theatre classes, 
going on trips or visits, taking part in interactive games 
or sports activities, the small children are more than Until July 2008, in the two 
happy to attend. 750 children benefited from this type community centres based in Cluj-
of activities during last year. Napoca a EU-funded project 

called Daycare Centres - Together 
In order to improve the situation of the families FRCCF for Children was run in 
works with, the social workers help the parents with no partnership with the Cluj-Napoca 
job to find one. In 2008, 135 grown-ups sought City Hall. After the EU funding 
employment with the help of the Foundation. had come to an end, the Cluj-
In Cluj-Napoca, 91 families appealed to our legal Napoca Local Council took over
counselor to overcome situations in which they needed most of the expenses so that 
to go to Court, to have some papers done or to obtain children continue to be supported 
legal rights. not to abandon school.

 

Molnia is one of the doctors who worked in 
2008 to improve the health status of the 
children and families assisted by FRCCF. She is 
very committed and fights for each child who 
comes to her for help. Ana is 12 and she first 
came into Molnia's office at the beginning of 
the year 2008. ”When I first saw her she 
came to my office because of a cold. She felt 
bad, she looked like a seven-year-old. I ran 
the usual check up and I was astonished to 
find out that she was actually twelve. I could 
not believe. Right after the meeting I talked 
to the social worker in charge of Ana. She is 
telling the truth”, Molnia says. In a couple of 
days Ana was taken to a specialist who 
diagnosed her: she has insufficient growing 
hormones in her body. The FRCCF doctor 
made all the necessary documents and now 
Ana will receive, free of charge until she turns 
18, shots with growing hormones. This was 
approved by the National Health Committee. 
The girl was taught how to administer the 
shots by herself and now she has the chance 
to grow up normally, like her schoolmates.

FRCCF Community Centres

Satu Mare Family Helper Project
284,475.98

Măguri-Răcătău Community Based Project
20,490.19

Domăneşti Community Based Project
41,675.51

Under Two-Year-Old Child 
Abandonment Prevention

129,078.71

Cluj Has a Soul
522,819.24

I Want To Be an Entrepreneur!
 38,787.49 

Prevention of Migration
 and Child Trafficking Risks

141,948.80 Closed down projects
19,714.17

Other expenditures
50,232.15

Popeşti Community Centre
1,105.66

Cluj-Napoca Family Helper Project
843,033.65

Cîmpia Turzii Family Helper Project
229,091.80

Bihor Family Helper Project
317,553.57

Financial report

Grants   301,658.33 10.99%

Sponsorship from legal entities 439,468.14 16.01%

 
Donations from individuals 108,051.50 3.94%
Transfer of 2%, income tax 26,156.39 0.95%
Local Authorities, Cluj-Napoca City Hall 190,511.40 6.94%
Ministry of Labour, Family and Equal Opportunities 154,860.00 5.64%
EveryChild 1,374,679.64 50.08%
Own incomes 149,813.68 5.46%
Total 2,745,199.08 100.00%

FONPC  50,326.00    
The Cluj-Napoca City Hall, EU funded through PHARE 111,510.31  
Under Two-Year-Old Child Abandonment Prevention 91,331.04  
ARC (Community Relations Association) 12,750.00  
SSD through Satu Mare County Council 35,740.98

In kind donations 76,593.97  
Cash donations 362,874.17

 

Incomes (RON)

Expenditure distribution (RON)



When she first came to the community centre, Andreea 
couldn't read or write, although she was in the second 
grade. Each time she started doing something, she 
would cry: ”I can't do that” or ”mine is ugly, the others 
do better than me”. She was always underestimating 
herself. The psychologist spent a lot of time working 
with her and she made real progress: she reads fluently 
and has a very nice handwriting, she does her 
homework by herself without an adult by her side 
urging her to work. When she finishes it, she picks up a 
book from the shelf and starts reading it. Such 
behaviour is a positive influence to the other children.

”I like coming to the centre as I get homework support and 
I have a friend I made here at the centre. We sit next to 
each other in the room, we get along very well and we go 
home together. I like the activities organised at the centre. 
One day I filled in thirteen charts and I got good ratings. I 
won the first place at the rights of the child contest. When 
we are naughty Zoli asks us to circle the courtyard ten 
times and it's so much fun to run around the courtyard. I 
like the arts group as each time we do something different 
and I like it especially when we work with glitter. I also like 
the dance group”
 (Andreea, 8 years old)

The 437 children and grown-ups who received the support 
of a psychologist are now able to better communicate with 
those around them, to better integrate in a group, and 
most importantly, they have fewer problems when relating 
to their parents, and to their children respectively. In order 
to develop their speaking, writing and learning abilities, 
344 children received counseling from our child 
psychologists. 
The arts /creativity groups are among the most 
appreciated by the children. In 2008, 360 children acquired 
skills in painting, drawing, handiwork, crafts. In July, the 
community centres were visited by craftsmen who taught 
the children how to make carved objects, how to make 
jewels out of beads and different objects from corn husks. 
All these activities took place under the auspices of a 
general event called Play Day, which was run in all 
countries where our British partner, EveryChild, develops 
projects.
In December, thanks to the employees of the Unicredit, the 
children made different objects related to Christmas in the 
Arts clubs. These objects were sold at the FRCCF house 
during the Christmas Fair. The money obtained from the 
selling of these objects will be used, throughout 2009, to 
celebrate, in a festive way, the birthdays of the children who 
come to the community centres.
On the premises of the community centres, 120 children 
attended personal development groups which, besides 
improving the self-confidence in the children, were aimed at 
helping them have a better image about themselves, be 
empathetic and assertive with the ones around them.

 

FRCCF Community Centres



“When at home the children cannot study all at the 
same time, as we don't have enough space. This is why 
Lavinia, Florina, Maria and Corina do their homework at 
the centre on a daily basis and at home they do their 
reading. This helps a lot. While some of the girls are at 
the centre, the elder daughters manage to study at 
home.” (Camelia T., mother)

The T. family has 12 members: the parents, nine 
daughters and a son. 8 of 10 go to school. They all live in 
a dark and crowded two-room apartment. They don't 
have enough beds or enough space for the children to 
do their homework. The father works all day long and 
the mother is in charge of raising the children and taking 
care of the house. 
The biggest problem is that the money earned by the 
father doesn't cover the basic needs of the family. The 
other problems relate to the living space, which doesn't 
suit the needs of the family and the eyesight problems 
of the father and of the six of the girls.

Five of the family daughters have come to the 
community centres from the year 2007.
In the year that passed, the social worker and the 
psychologist worked with the parents in order to better 
the family relationships and to create a good climate for 
the children to develop. As the family couldn't afford the 
eye check-ups and the spectacles, FRCCF paid for the six 
pair of glasses the girls needed so badly.

Like the T. family's daughters, another approximate 500 
children received homework support in the community 
centres during the year 2008. Around 300 children 
benefited from the support of the tutors in order to pass 
the national tests, the highschool graduation exams or 
the exam resits. Every day the children receive a snack 
and to those who live farther away from the community 
centre the bus ticked is paid for. 

“I like it here as we get food, sometimes a hot meal” 
(Alina, 10 years old)

Choose that 2% of your income tax: 
· Go to the State budget
· Alleviate the hunger of a vulnerable child

You can decide that by means of 2 percent of the tax 
incomes owed to the State to support the children 
coming from needy families! The support you thus 
provide to the disfavoured children takes two minutes of 

For additional information, please contact us at the 
your time. Unless you direct this money, it won't be 

phone number 0264-594893 or by email at 
returned, it will remain in the State budget instead. 

donatii@frccf.org.ro. 
All you have to do is to fill in the 230 form (if you have 

Nobody is forced to help a child who is not theirs but 
income from salaries only) or the 200 form (if you have 

some people choose to offer their support! 
other incomes as well), with the data shown below:

Name of the
non-profit entity 

Fiscal identity code of the non-profit entity Bank account (IBAN)

FRCCF 9898291 RO32BUCU644091102511RO09

Together for children
4RON a day

could provide
a snack for a 
disfavoured

child

FRCCF Community Centres



The children supported by FRCCF are struggling every day with 
shortages that prevent them from enjoying their childhood, 
from going to school or from doing the activities done by all 
the other children of the same age. They end up in these 
situations mainly due to the material needs of the families 
they were born into.

In the year 2008, 910 children attended the activities 
organised in the five FRCCF community centres from Cluj-
Napoca, Oradea, Satu Mare and Cîmpia Turzii. The number of 
those benefiting from social work services (granted on the 
premises of the community centres and at the beneficiaries' 
home) goes beyond 1,300. The grown-ups together with the 
social workers tackled issues like children's education and 
upbringing, finding a job or a place to live, and not few were 
the occasions when they received financial help to overcome 
crisis situations.

Mihai is a ten-year old child and is the eldest of the 
three children in the family. Although being only 28 
the mother raises her children all by herself. A few 
years ago, the children's father, because of alcohol 
addiction and compulsive gambling, borrowed 
some money in exchange for the house they lived 
in. They lost their house and the father deserted his 
family. Finding herself in the street, the mother 
tried to seek shelter. As she had three children and 
no income she was forced to leave the youngest 
children in the care of some foster parents at a 
Foundation. The mother got employed and 
managed to get a room, in a basement, but in this 
way she no longer could supervise Mihai.

At that time they met Carol, the FRCCF social 
worker. First, he took the child to the community 
centre where he received homework support and 
counseling from the psychologist. The staff of the 
Centre noticed that the child had some delays in 
development and convinced the mother to choose 
an appropriate school for Mihai, where he could 
benefit from a support teacher. 

The boy was very shy and didn't have any friends. 
All this changed once he arrived at the community 
centre. Furthermore, Mihai has now good friends 
and attends dearly the socialising activities.

Meanwhile the mother managed to lease a one-
room apartment, and most importantly, to reunite 
Mihai with his siblings. Now all the three children 
come to the community centre, which is like a 
second home to them and the mother can go to 
work so that they will never be forced to be apart 
again.

FRCCF Community Centres Together for children

The children supported by FRCCF, although living in 
cities from Transylvania, live in poverty. Many of them 
have no one at home to give them support, they lack 
the proper space for study and most of the times they 
lack a proper meal. 

possibility to withdraw at any time. 
As for them to receive a daily snack and the support 

If you wish to sponsor a child or you need more they need in order to cope with the school challenges, 
information about the sponsorship programme, please generous persons from the UK chose to help children in 
write to us at .difficulty from Romania by means of a one-to-one 

sponsorship system.

Starting with 2006, this system was introduced in 
Romania as well, so that any Romanian wishing to help 
out a child in difficulty on a constant and efficient basis 
could do it. With a monthly donation of 60 RON, the 
child's rights will be protected and their needs fulfilled. 
Any grown-up can sponsor a child and receive 
information about them at set intervals of time. 

Thus the child could benefit from the FRCCF programme 
and could attend the community centres where they 
will receive homework support, will attend tutoring 
sessions and will get help from our specialists. This 
programme is run indefinitely and the sponsor has the 

donatii@frccf.org.ro

Take under 
your protection 

a child 
in difficulty  

mailto:donatii@frccf.org.ro


If you are a decision-maker in a company, this is how you 
can support the mission of FRCCF:

- organise with us events for children and for the 
community where your company works; you can 

stsponsor our 1  of June or Christmas events;

- direct to FRCCF 20% of your profit tax, up to 3‰ 
of your company turnover;

- donate products that you think could benefit 
children and their parents, such as food, 
medicines, clothes, footwear, school supplies, 
etc.;

- start a payroll giving programme in your company 
and make your employees aware of the usefulness 
of such donations;

- send your partners Easter and Christmas cards 
drawn by FRCCF community centre children. Thus, 
you can proove to your community and your 
partners once more that your company is reliable 
and takes on corporate social responsibility;

-      start with us community marketing campaigns that 
can render consumers more responsible and build 
up your image.  

Trust, into the newly born charity called EveryChild. The 
latter is now the main partner and funding body of 

Mission FRCCF.

The mission of the Romanian Foundation for Children, In 2004 FRCCF was granted the public utility status 
Community and Family (FRCCF) is to support vulnerable through the Government Decision no. 1479/2004. 
and marginalised children so that they can grow up in a Starting with 1999, FRCCF becomes member of FONPC, 
protective family environment and have access to the The Federation of NGOs active in the field of child 
much needed education and healthcare. protection and is also part of the national network Rural 
The Romanian Foundation for Children, Community and Net and the European Federation for Street Children. At 
Family is one of the largest and stable Romanian non- the same time, FRCCF is a founding member of APARTE 
profit organisations active in the field of child protection – the network of organisations and professionals raising 
and is now in its twelfth year of activity. All these years resources from community.
the organisation has provided support to children living 
in poverty and assisted their families and communities. FRCCF's programmes in 2008
FRCCF wants to keep the young children in their families 
preventing their abandonment and wants these In 2008, the Romanian Foundation for Children, 
children to have equal chances to succeed in life. The Community and Family stood by approximately 14,000 
Foundation stresses the importance of children's people, and their children and families. They were 
education and healthcare, and of the environment they supported by means of six urban community centres 
live in. In the year 2008 FRCCF activity focused on the and three rural based daycare centres.
counties of Cluj, Bihor and Satu Mare. Mothers from Bihor county, whose children were at risk 

of being abandoned in hospitals or maternity wards, 
Background received support with a view to keeping their children, 

while in the Oaş region the children were kept away 
The Romanian Foundation for Children, Community and from the dangers of migration and human trafficking.
Family was legally registered in 1997. Its sole founder 
was the British charity The Christian Children's Fund, Teenagers from two rural communities in the Cluj 
which merged in 2002 with the European Children's county learned how to become entrepreneurs.

Together for children
Romanian Foundation for
Children, Community and Family



Foreword

Dear FRCCF beneficiaries, 
supporters and employees, 

The year 2008 finished well and 
this means that FRCCF managed to 
fulfil their commitments to the 
benefiting children and their 
families, to the thousands of people in difficulty. At the 
same time, it meant that we kept our promises to our 
funders who trusted FRCCF.

The second half of the year was marked by the gloomy 
forecasts about the world financial crisis that is about to 
show its teeth in the Romania of the year 2009. As if the 
number of families with low incomes and children whose 
rights are disregarded was not high enough, this new 
threat of the world crisis shows that we are living critical 
times who leave their mark on both the benefiting 
families and those who provide social services. Difficult 
times, which, it is said, will be about a rise in the needs 
of the disfavoured categories and a decline in the 
availability of resources for NGOs to develop social 
projects. 

From an institutional point of view, this is a particular 
difficult time for FRCCF as it coincides with the loss of 
their most consistent co-worker: the British partner 
organisation EveryChild, which, after 18 years of activity 
in Romania decided to stop funding social projects in a 
country member of the European Union.

We thank EveryChild for its long-term and useful support 
and we wish them to continue alleviating the suffering of 
people in distress. 

I am wishing us, Romanians, to demonstrate solidarity, 
diligence and capacity, selflessness and desire to 
succeed, so that we can help our children go through this 
crisis as smoothly as possible.

Mihai-Florin Roşca
Executive director

I am so happy 
that FRCCF was 
able to assist 
children in 
difficulty in 2008 
as well. I hope 
2009 to be a 
good year for 
these children, 
who, thanks to 
our support, will 
be able to go to school so that they can 
become responsible grown-ups, 
educated and independent from social 
services.

Livia Popescu, 
Chairperson 
of the FRCCF Board of Trustees

FRCCF Board of Trustees

Livia Popescu - Chairperson

Maria Roth - Vice Chairperson

Kinga Kerekes - Vice Chairperson

Alina Costinas - Trustee

Robert Graham Harrison - Trustee

Amanda Griffith - Trustee

Mirela Marica - Trustee

FRCCF Team:

87 employees

100 volunteers
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Headquarters
Cluj-Napoca Office
Str. Rene Descartes, nr. 6, 400486, Cluj-Napoca
tel./fax : 0264-594893
e-mail: frccf@frccf.org.ro

"EveryChild" Community Centre from Cluj-Napoca
Str. Ilie Macelaru, nr. 4, 400380, Cluj-Napoca
tel.: 0264-599212, 0729-119033

Dumbrava Roşie Community Centre from Cluj-Napoca
Str. Dumbrava Roşie, nr. 33, 400260, Cluj-Napoca
tel.: 0264-439808, 0729-119059

The Community Centre from Cîmpia Turzii
Str. Liviu Rebreanu, nr. 2, 405100, Cîmpia Turzii
tel.: 0264-369173, 0729-119249
e-mail: centru.ct@frccf.org.ro

Cluj Has a Soul Daycare Canter
Str. Gheorghe Doja, nr. 3, 400068, Cluj-Napoca
tel.: 0264-443218, 0729-119179

Oradea Office
Str. Dimitrie Cantemir, nr. 14/28, 410519, Oradea
tel/fax: 0359-808684, 0729-119259
e-mail : frccf.oradea@frccf.org.ro

The Community Centre from Oradea
Str. Avram Iancu, nr. 17/2, 410094, Oradea
tel.: 0359-808683, 0729-119269
e-mail : centru.oradea@frccf.org.ro

Office and the Community Centre from Satu Mare
Str. Gabriel Georgescu, nr. 16, 440052, Satu Mare
tel.: 0361-804664, 0729-119329, 0729-119239
e-mail: frccf.sm@frccf.org.ro, centru.sm@frccf.org.ro

"Prietenia" Community Centre
Popeşti, Bihor

Romanian Foundation for
Children, Community and Family

Romanian Foundation for
Children, Community and Family


